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26 July 2005

Dear Colleague,

I am delighted to invite you to participate in our major EU Conference “What Works for Women?” to be held as part of the United Kingdom Presidency of the European Union. This key event in the UK’s Presidency programme will take place in the city of Birmingham from 7-8 November 2005.

The year 2005 marks the ten-year anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action for women, the mid-point of the EU Lisbon agenda and the review of the UN Millennium Development Goals. The UK has decided to focus on the importance of the economic empowerment of women in meeting these challenges. Taking forward the excellent work of our Luxembourg colleagues, we will be highlighting examples of good practice from around the EU and the developing world and discussing how such examples can help us to achieve both social and economic objectives, including gender equality.

Full details of the event can be found in the attached draft programme. Expect lively and interactive dialogue! We intend to make this event participative, informative and of practical use to you when you return to your work. We are inviting EU Ministers, policy advisors, experts, researchers, leaders from the business community and representatives of European social partners and non-governmental organisations to the conference.  They will be drawn from the areas of gender equality, employment and social policy, and all, I know, with real experience to share. 

The Presidency is pleased to be able to offer to pay your transport and accommodation costs (within agreed limits). Please return the attached form fully completed by Friday 2 September 2005 at the latest.  

I look forward to welcoming you to this European conversation in Birmingham in November.  

Yours sincerely,
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Rt. HON TESSA JOWELL MP

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR CULTURE, MEDIA AND SPORT

AND MINISTER FOR WOMEN

With support from the European Community - Programme relating to the Community Framework Strategy on Gender Equality (2001-2005). The information contained in this publication (or in other materials) does not necessarily reflect the position or opinion of the European Commission

